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Moya came to us when
she and her family
needed healing.

Through a tragic house fire a few
years ago, Moya lost her home,
as well as her mother, who was
her best friend and strongest
source of support, and her infant
Jaelynn. The loss of her home
combined with the pain of losing
her mother and youngest child
was devastating. 

As challenging as this was for
Moya and her five other children,
she tried to press on. She contin-
ued to work and take care of her
remaining children on her own.
Feeling overwhelmed, Moya fell
into the “I can do it on my own”
trap at first, unwilling to admit
that she needed help.

She ended up living in a substandard apart-
ment, with no heat in the middle of winter. She
and the five children would sleep in one room,
huddled around a space heater. Moya realized

this couldn’t continue, so she called our case
manager, Chris Patrick.

She knew about BHA because her sister
Maggie was a successful graduate of our transi-
tional housing program and she saw the impact
it made in Maggie’s life.

When Moya came to us she was broken and
hurting. She didn’t even fully understand her
need for personal healing, but knew she need-
ed a chance to get back on her feet and pro-
vide a better future for her children. Upon
reflecting on that time, she said “I wanted to
better my life so my mom’s death wasn’t in
vain.”

(continued on page 4)

Get Up And Walk
Celebrating the graduation of Moya and her family
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Jesus came upon a man who could not walk. Jesus asked, “Do you want to

get well?” “I do”, the man replied, “But I have no one to help me.” 

Jesus responded “Get up and walk” and the man was healed.

Moya, rear center, says “When you are homeless, you don’t think there
is anyone that’s got your back. But BHA had our back.” Also pictured
are Stephen (left), David (right) and twins Pookie and Xiomie (front).
(Not pictured: Jovan)



I’m excited to share news of a
dynamic new program enhance-
ment! BHA has always helped

homeless single moms get back on
their feet and move from crisis and
instability to self-sufficiency and per-
manent housing. 

One challenge we’ve wanted to
address, though, is the lack of a
healthy support system that many of
our women experience. Therefore, a
stated goal for our program in 2007 is
to Increase Positive Bonds by help-
ing BHA participants find/develop a
system of supportive, healthy, two-way
relationships.

The point is that if my house burnt 
down, I probably wouldn’t end up in a
homeless shelter. It would be difficult,

yes, but my family, friends, co-workers
and church network would surround
my family with support. Someone
would take us in until we got back on
our feet.

Having a network of positive, sup-
portive relationships is essential to
maintaining a healthy, stable lifestyle.
However, most of our participant fami-
lies do not have significant relational
systems, or the system of relationships
they do have are not filled with
healthy, life-giving people. 

Therefore, we’ll be recruiting a circle
of friendship and support of 6 to 12
people for each family in our program.
We’re calling them Bagwashi Circles.

A Bagwashi Circle will be a group of
friends to walk alongside the family on
their journey of growth and healing,
and ideally continue the relationship
even after the participant has graduat-
ed from our program. 

I’m excited to announce that in
November 2006, we hired our first 
ever Bagwashi Coordinator, Jennifer
Rash (please read Jennifer’s reflections

on her new role on the following
page). Jennifer is currently in the
research and networking phase of 
getting this effort off the ground, 
with plans to initiate our first groups
this spring.

The Bagwashi Circles initiative will
help bring together persons of various
cultural and socio-economic back-
grounds to better understand each
other and work together to build
healthy relationships. We desire for
these Circles to be a two-way street. 
A participant family needing support
will find it perhaps through friendship,
babysitting, encouragement, etc. But
our training will also highlight the
importance of the BHA participant
family contributing to the life of the
newly formed mini-community. 

There are many opportunities to
help the poor, but few to actually get
to know the poor and be impacted by
their dynamic strength and faith that
allows them to persevere amidst
adversity. Our hope and prayer is that
Bagwashi Circles will be a life-chang-
ing experience for everyone involved.               

— Steve Schwartz
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Bagwashi Circles 
I N  B R I E F

What is a Bagwashi
Circle? A circle of 
6-12 people recruited

for each family in our program to
provide friendship, support and
accountability.
Bagwhati?
Bagwashi (bah-GWAH-shee). 
It’s a word in the Tonga language
of Africa that means “family;” 
literally “those who help one
another.”

Why are you doing this?
Because we all need supportive 
relationships and, unfortunately, 
many of the families that come 
to BHA lack significant numbers
of these relationships.
How can I get involved?
Contact Jennifer Rash, Bagwashi
Coordinator at (717) 233-6016,
or jrash@bha-pa.org.

Intercede on behalf of our families.
They face many current challenges as
well as past hurts. Pray for God’s 
protection and provision for their
future growth and healing.

Pray for Moya and her family as 
they transition away from BHA.

Lift up Jennifer Rash as she 
develops the training program for 
our Bagwashi Circles and recruits 
our first circles.

Pray for our Board and Staff as we
undertake a comprehensive strategic 
planning and program review process
throughout 2007. 

Prayer Requests& Praises

I ntroducing . . .
“There are many opportunities to help
the poor, but few to actually get to
know the poor.”



Ididn’t grow up in foster care. My
parents weren’t drug addicts and
never did prison time. My house

never caught fire nor have I ever need-
ed to flee from an abusive husband.
Perhaps I’m lucky. I’m definitely grate-
ful. For me, life has not been a series
of unfortunate events, but that is not
the case for most of the women who
have found their way to BHA.

When a woman is accepted into our
program she is given a second chance
to make it in the world. When a moth-
er knows that she and her kids are
safe and warm, she’s given the free-
dom to dream. Perhaps she’ll go to
college or be able to finish the degree
she started before life took a challeng-
ing turn. Maybe now she’ll be able to
find a better job.

Women come to our program
because they’re looking for a fresh
start and support to accomplish their
goals. Chris Patrick, our case manager,
works long, tireless hours helping our
participants achieve goals they never 
thought possible. Chris is an amazing 
woman and BHA is lucky to have her,
but there are simply some things that 
one case manager can’t provide all on
her own.

Most of the women who come to
BHA need a new system of support.
For many of them, a fresh start also
means a new group of friends that
they can rely upon. What do you do
when you’ve got four kids, ages four
and under, and more than four loads
of laundry waiting to be done? Or
what do you do with those four kids
when you need to make a quick run
to the grocery store? This is a very real
challenge for one of our moms.

Searching for a job myself, Steve
Schwartz, a neighbor and fellow
church goer, told me about the vision
for Bagwashi Circles while comment-
ing that he and I could probably
weather a tragedy like a house fire
without ending up on the street due
to our significant support networks.
After living in the city for twelve years
(the past seven in Harrisburg) and 
driving twelve miles out of the city to
Messiah College where I served as a
campus minister, I was eager to con-
sider a job that would allow me work
in my own neighborhood. 

What I didn’t know was that the job
came with such an unusual title. Steve
— being somewhat creative and
unconventional (ask him about his
taste for bad pop music) — decided to
come up with a title that represented
both the diversity of our participants
and the hope for a program that could
support our families in a more familial
kind of way.

The vision for Bagwashi Circles was
born from our own brainstorming over
challenges our participants face, along
with experience gleaned from other
mentoring programs and the “Circles”
initiatives in the restorative justice
movement that aim to support ex-
offenders transition back to the com-
munity. In all these instances, there is 
a family or individual needing support
and accountability to overcome 
adversity and attain stability. 

In essence, Bagwashi Circles are a
cooperative relationship in which both
participants of our program and
Bagwashi Circle participants can bene-
fit from the development of a mean-
ingful and supportive friendship.
Through their Bagwashi Circle, BHA

participants will have a friend to turn
to; someone who will listen and care
and be able to meet some very specific
needs like childcare or transportation.
Bagwashi Circle participants will be
able to practice acts of compassion
and service while also growing in the
area of friendship, in some cases with
someone whose life experiences
and/or cultural background differs
from their own. This allows for us to
practice the ministry of reconciliation
and peace that Jesus offered while he
was here on earth. 

Currently I am in the formation
stage of this program, working on
vision and a training curriculum. As
the Bagwashi Coordinator, I would
love an opportunity to speak with
churches and other organizations of
people who wish to be able to devel-
op a relationship with a family in need.
Your partnership can make a signifi-
cant difference in the lives of these
struggling families. This is one way for
us to help break the cycle of poverty
and give families a chance to build a
future with hope.

We look forward to sharing more
about this new initiative. If you have
questions or if you’re interested in
starting or joining a Bagwashi Circle,
please contact me at (717) 233-6016
or jrash@bha-pa.org. 

— Jennifer Rash
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Reflections of a Bagwashi Coordinator



C E L E B R AT I N G  G R A D U AT I O N
(continued from page 1)

She had already enrolled in a Medical
Assistant training program and, while
at BHA, completed the program as well
as an externship at a local medical clinic
and has gone on to work as a home
health aid. Moya became very special
to me personally because this medical
clinic is where my two boys receive
their primary medical care.

At BHA, I was director of Moya’s 
program. But at the clinic, she was the
professional and I was the consumer.
She fell in love with my boys and took
such good care of them. She’d often
follow-up with me after they had been
sick. “Are they feeling better? You’re
continuing the medicine like the doctor
suggested, right, even though they’re
feeling better?”

One particular memory is etched in
my mind of her comforting my
youngest as he cried after Moya gave
him one of his vaccinations. The next
day she said, “I know you could have
comforted him, Mr. Steve, but I didn’t
want him to view me negatively when
he comes around the office.” We’ve
become good friends, sharing in each
other’s children’s birthday celebrations,

and Moya is soon coming over to teach
my wife and I how to make traditional
Spanish rice, which my boys love.

As you can see, Moya has been more
than a participant in our program, she
has become a dear friend. 

Moya’s journey took some twists and
turns along the way as she uncovered
her need for emotional and spiritual
healing, especially from the trauma
born out of the tragic house fire. We’ve
walked alongside Moya and her kids as
they process difficult issues and have
helped them arrange professional ther-
apy and grief counseling as needed.

Reflecting on her journey of healing,
Moya says “My attitude has changed a
lot. I can control my anger more and
I’ve come out of my shell in a good
way, I’m able to relate to friends and
co-workers better. And my kids have a
lot more stability.”

“I’m most proud of my kids though,
because they’ve been through a lot and
they’re still holding on strong.”

I asked Moya what she has learned
about herself while at BHA. “I learned
to pay my parking tickets on time!”,
Moya laughs. “Someday, I’m going to
have a house with a driveway so I don’t 

have to worry about street cleaning.”
I’m with you on that dream, Moya.

“Seriously, though, I’ve learned that
there are people that actually care.
When you are homeless, you don’t
think there is anyone that’s got your
back. But BHA had our back. I’ve
learned its okay to ask for help. We
need each other.”

When talking with a graduate, I like
to ask what advice they have for people
just coming into the program. She
responded, “Don’t take the program
for granted, because it’s hard to find a
program like this that offers so much
help. Like at Christmas, times were
hard but BHA and the supporters really
made Christmas special for my kids.”

She went onto say this to the people
who support BHA, “Without you all,
there would be no ‘us.’ They’re the
ones that make BHA possible. The 
littlest things mean a lot, like the girl
scouts who baked cookies and brown-
ies and threw a Christmas party for our
kids. Now that I’m graduating, I want
to give back like this.”

“Some of us don’t put ourselves in
these predicaments, but when you 
have a sharing hand or someone to
push you up so you can walk again, 
it means a lot.”

“We all crawled in here, but we’re
walking out.”

— Steve Schwartz, 
Executive Director
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A word about 
graduations

You may be wondering if we are
planning a graduation banquet 
for Moya and her family. We’re
changing how we celebrate grad-
uations because our banquets
work best on a set schedule, but
participant families graduate at
random intervals. Therefore, we’re
throwing an in-house party for
Moya at this time, and she’ll be
invited to our Ministry Celebration
Banquet scheduled for September
7, 2007 (and each year in the fall
from now on). 

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R S

Ministry Celebration Banquet
September 7, 2007

at the Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey
Watch for more details on our website or future issues of our newsletter.

“We all crawled in here, 
but we’re walking out.”



Featuring 50 miles, Metric
Century and 100 mile routes 

Starting at the Palmyra Church of
the Brethren and touring through
Lebanon, Lancaster and Dauphin
Counties, with prizes for meeting 
a variety of fundraising challenge
goals.

Saturday, April 21, 2007

And new this year, sponsor raising is really easy, you can do it

all by e-mail and point people to our online donation page.

To register, return the registration brochure in this

newsletter or on our website (www.bha-pa.org) or 

contact Darrel Reinford, event coordinator, for additional

copies or questions: kirstendarrel@pa.net or call 

(717) 213-9316.

Register early so we can provide you with materials

to make your fundraising easy!

Last issue we shared our chal-
lenge to raise $30,000 in new
weekly and monthly giving

commitments, which works out 
to $2,500 a month. Giving regularly
can be convenient, and quickly add up,
for example:

$100 a month is $1,200 a year; 
$50 a month is $600 a year;
$20 a week is $1,040 a year; 
$10 a week is $520 a year.

Of course, you can give more or 
less based on your ability. But consider
how you can support BHA’s work with
homeless single moms on a consistent,
on-going basis.

We’re off to a great start, with 
$740 committed monthly, with com-
mitments ranging from $10/month to
$150/month. There are two ways you
can set-up an automatic weekly or
monthly donation to BHA:

• Contact your financial institution:
You may have the capability to set-

up a direct donation payment to
BHA in the amount and at the
frequency you desire directly
through your bank, credit union
or other financial institution. 

• If you do not have this capability
through your financial institu-
tion, you can initiate a recurring
donation directly through BHA’s
payment processor: To do so, fill
out the Recurring Donation
Initiation Form on the outside
mailing panel of this newsletter.
You can also find the form on
our website (www.bha-pa.org).
Click on Donate, then on
“Giving a recurring donation via
credit card or bank account.” Fill
out this form and mail it to BHA.

REASONS
to CELEBRATE
Moya is graduating for our 
program! (see page 1)
Carolyn, Deidre, Meghan and
Shamira started college.

Justina got a full-time job.

Meghan and Justina got their 
learner’s permit (the first step toward
their driver’s license).
Carolyn got her green card.
We’re expanding the scope of our
program through Bagwashi Circles,
and Jennifer Rash joined our staff as
Bagwashi Coordinator (see page 2).
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bha-pa.org? Y NOT?

Check out our new web site at
www.bha-pa.org for news on

upcoming work days, highlights of
recent events, program information,

and other timely news. 

Also, we now can accept donations
via credit card or online check on the

web … go to the home page and click
Donate. Send your comments and

feedback to 
Steve Schwartz at 

sschwartz@bha-pa.org.

Challenge Goal Update
Help us raise $30,000 in new weekly and monthly giving commitments!



In Profiles in Stewardship, we talk
to people who creatively support
the work of BHA and they share

how they do it. This issue we highlight
a couple who gives to BHA by 
donating shares of stock. This couple 
preferred to remain anonymous.

Tell us why you support BHA?
Brethren Housing Association is doing

such a good job working with single
mothers who need help. There are so
many causes that ask for our dollars. 
Many are good, but we are not sure
how they spend their money and also 

their donor bases are much bigger. 
BHA uses its funds efficiently and for 
a very good cause.

Why did you start giving your 
donations via shares of stock?

We own stock which has highly
appreciated in value. If we were to sell
it and use the funds, the tax base
would be very high. However, if we
make donations of the stock to a 
worthy cause like BHA, it is a win-win 
situation. They receive the stock at its
present value and we get an income 

tax deduction for the entire amount 
of the donation.  

What would you say to other 
owners of stock considering this
method of giving?

We would advise anyone who owns
appreciated stock to consider this
method of giving. Instead of making
monthly donations, we make a 
donation once a year in this way.    

BHA is not engaged in rendering legal or
tax service, so we recommend you contact
your professional legal or tax advisor when
considering this type of gift.

P R O F I L E S  I N  S T E W A R D S H I P

Meet a couple who gives gifts of stock

Saturday, May 19, 2007

at ParLine Golf Course in
Elizabethtown, Pa.

Entry fee is $70 per person ($280 for a team of four)
for 18 holes of golf, with cart, including men, women,
and team skill prizes, door prizes, silent auction,
course refreshments, and catered full-course dinner.

To register, return the registration 
brochure in this newsletter or on our website 
(www.bha-pa.org) or contact Josh Stroup, event
coordinator, for additional copies or questions:
(717) 545-1472 or jstroup3@comcast.net

Your participation helps homeless single moms have opportunities to get back on their
feet and build a future with hope.
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Share Love ... Give Hope ... Change Lives ...
2006-2007 Funding Campaign Update 

Every year we rely on people like you to keep the min-
istry going. About 75% of our budget is raised from
charitable sources annually. This fiscal year (ending

March 31, 2007) we must raise $220,000 from charitable
sources, including a goal of $92,000 from individual donors.

As this newsletter goes to press, we’ve raised just about
$72,500 from individual donors. Would you consider an
extra special gift to BHA by the end of March to help us
reach our goal? You’ll be helping Moya and other women
like her build a future with hope for their families.

Upcoming
Work Days 

at BHA
• Saturday, Mar. 10, 2007

8:30–11:30 a.m.

• Saturday, Apr. 14, 2007
8:30–11:30 a.m.

• Saturday, May 12, 2007
8:30–11:30 a.m.

Dates and times of workdays are
subject to change. If you plan to
attend, please RSVP to Dennis
Saylor, our Property Manager, at
dsaylor@bha-pa.org or 
(717) 233-6016 to confirm work
day is continuing as planned.

Event & Hole
Sponsorship 

opportunities 
are available to 
individuals and

businesses.



H O L I D AY  H I G H L I G H T S

BHA Participants had a cookie baking party in December to make Christmas goodies for
ministry supporters.

A group of local co-workers blessed our families this Christmas with a generous assort-
ment of Christmas gifts, even bringing Santa and Mrs. Claus via horse-drawn carriage to
deliver stockings to the children in our program.

7



B R E T H R E N   H O U S I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N
219 Hummel Street Harrisburg, Pa. 17104

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
HARRISBURG, PA
PERMIT NO. 571

Donation Details

Amount of Individual Payment: $ ____________________

Payment to recur:     
[   ] Weekly (Day of week to process payment: 

________________________________ (example: Thursday) 
[   ] Monthly (Day of month to process payment, 

between 1-28)  ___________________________ (example: 5)

Stop Recurrence after _______ (number*) of payments
* Maximum: 52 payments for a weekly donation; 12 payments
for a monthly donation. At the end of this period, you will be
contacted and asked whether you desire to initiate a new 
recurring donation.

I would like to receive a tax receipt: 
[   ] each month [   ] one at end of calendar year

Donor Information

Name _________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________

State _____________________________ Postal Code  _________

Telephone (_______) _____________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________________

The official registration and financial information of BHA may be
obtained from the PA Department of State by calling toll-free, within PA,
800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Method of Payment

[   ] By Credit Card
[   ] Visa                         [   ] MasterCard   
[   ] American Express   [   ] Discover

Credit Card Number _______________________________
Expiration Date (month/year): _____/______

[   ] By Electronic Check

Bank Name _______________________________________
Routing Number __________________________________
Account Number __________________________________

Account Type: [   ] Personal      [   ] Business

By signing below you are authorizing Brethren Housing
Association to initiate a recurring donation via the
method selected above, and in the amount, at the 
frequency, and for the duration described above. You 
may cancel the recurrence of this donation at any time
with 30 days written notice to BHA, 219 Hummel Street,
Harrisburg, PA 17104.

Signature 
Date ____________________________________________

Thank you for your recurring support! 
Please mail your completed form to:
BHA, 219 Hummel Street, Harrisburg, PA 17104

Recurring Donation Initiation Form


