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Sometimes you have to work hard to
make things happen; other times things
just sort of happen and you only have

God to thank. That’s how it feels when I think
about Tarice Patton, who is blazing a trail as
leader of our first Bagwashi Circle. Tarice
stepped into our lives this past January when
she and the 10th grade girls she has been 
mentoring volunteered to provide childcare 
during our bi-weekly support group meeting.
Little did either of us know how serendipitous
that Saturday would be for this group from the
West Shore Evangelical Free Church or for one
fortunate family in our program.

Megan is a 23 year-old mom with 4 young
children, ages 4, 21/2 and 18 month-old twins. 
It would be an understatement to say that
Megan needed some help. She and her four
children had lived with some friends and family,
but she really needed a place of her own. After
ending up in an emergency shelter, Megan
learned of BHA.

She admits she didn’t know much about BHA’s
program, but based on the application ques-
tions, she knew we were interested in helping
her achieve her life goals. Megan wanted to go
to school for business, she wanted to be some-
one her kids could look up to, and she wanted
to be a better, more attentive mother. She said
she’ll never forget the day she got her keys. She
couldn’t sleep that night; she was so excited 

about finally having a
place she could call
home.

Just as Megan was 
settling into her new place, I was being hired 
to serve in a new position as the Bagwashi
Coordinator. My first task was to recruit groups
of 6-12 people who could provide support and
friendship to the women in our program. When
Megan first heard about this new initiative she
became very excited because she knew she
needed more supportive relationships in her life.

Unlike many of the moms in our program,
Megan did have the support of her children’s
father, who was available to help out with their
children. She also had some support from her
family, who occasionally helped out with the
purchase of diapers and groceries or watched
the kids from time to time. But what Megan
really needed were some healthy, consistent
friendships; people she could count on when
she needed a listening ear or an occasional
break from her hectic life.

Megan remembers the day she met Tarice 
and the youth from West Shore Evangelical Free
Church. They came to her house and Megan
said, “It was a mess!” Tarice put her at ease by
relating to times when her own house, where
she is the mother of five boys, is also a mess.
The girls from Tarice’s group seemed sincerely
interested in Megan. They cleaned her kid’s toy
room without making her feel judged. They
could see that she was struggling to hold things
together, so they just pitched in and helped out.

The relationship developed fairly naturally over
the next few months and Megan learned that
not everybody judges you for the way you keep 
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your house or raise your kids. Tarice
helped Megan to see that everything
was going to be OK. Tarice has
become a mother/grandmother/friend
to Megan, offering her advice, wisdom
and support wrapped in one. She loves
talking to Tarice and is learning a lot
just by watching Tarice with her hus-
band and family. She sees how patient
Tarice is and she likes having someone
she can turn to for guidance. They’ve
talked about everything from sex to
parenting to how to manage her
house. Sometimes when Megan is 
having a difficult time with one of the
children, she’ll call Tarice. She said, 
“It’s like my own count to ten.” By 
the time she gets off the phone, she
doesn’t feel so mad and is better able
to parent.

Megan has seen positive changes in
herself and her kids, as well as in the
youth in her Bagwashi Circle. She feels
like she’s developing more patience
and confidence as a parent. For the
youth in her Bagwashi Circle, she sees
it as a learning experience. She said
one girl changed a diaper for the very
first time. And she’s also noticed the
positive impact that it’s had on her

children. She’s glad that her kids are
having positive interaction with others
and are having opportunities to do
things that many people take for
granted, like making crafts or going 
to Little League baseball games.
They’ve even gone to church with 
their Bagwashi Circle, something that 
wasn’t easy to do on her own — partly
because it was so hard to manage four
kids by herself and partly because she
simply didn’t feel comfortable going
alone.

In April, two groups of adults 
and teenage girls from West Shore
Evangelical Free Church went through
our Bagwashi Circle train-
ing (see the picture
below). I’m currently
looking to recruit our
next 2-3 groups . If you
are interested or just
want to learn more,
please contact me at
(717) 233-6016 or
jrash@bha-pa.org.

To people who 
are considering the 
possibility of starting a
Bagwashi Circle for one

of BHA’s families, Megan suggests: Be
open-minded, be understanding, and
just BE there. You can show the love of
God without having expectations up
front, just let the relationship develop.
People have different beliefs and ways
of doing things. Some people might
fear that they’re going to be pressured
so be aware that it may take time to
learn to trust.

I am grateful for the way that God
has orchestrated things for Tarice and
Megan. I love this new effort and how
it’s being used to change people’s lives.
It benefits everyone involved because 
it allows people to journey through life
together, shaping our perspectives and
expanding our ability to give and
receive love. I hope you’ll join us.              

— by Jennifer Rash, 
Bagwashi Coordinator
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What is a Bagwashi Circle?
A circle of 6-12 people recruited for each family in our program to provide friendship, 
accountability and support.

Bagwhat i?
Bagwashi (bag-GWAH-shee)…derived from African words for 
“family” and “those that help one another”

How many Bagwashi Circles are there?
Our first two Bagwashi Circles, both from West Shore Evangelical Free Church , completed their orientation in the spring
and were matched with participant families. A third group from Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church is beginning the 
orientation process. Our goal is to eventually have Bagwashi Circles matched with all nine families in our program.

How can I get involved?
Contact Jennifer Rash, Bagwashi Coordinator, at jrash@bha-pa.org or (717) 233-6016.
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

Moya’s Graduation
We recently celebrated the

graduation of Moya and her
family with a party, including a
reggae song written and per-
formed especially for her by
Stevie Marley and the Hummel
Street Wailers!

3rd Annual Spring
Thaw Bike Tour

On April 21, nine bikers
took to the roads of Dauphin,
Lebanon and Lancaster coun-
ties to raise funds for, and awareness
about, our work. This fundraiser event
brought in $3,700, with our top
fundraisers being Becky Eisenbise and
Peggy Spellman, respectively. We hope
to grow the event to new levels in
2008. Care to help make that happen?
Contact Steve Schwartz at
sschwartz@bha-pa.org or 
(717) 233-6016.

Strategic Planning
Thanks to a capacity building grant

from the Compassion Capital Fund,
we’ve been working with a strategic
planning facilitator to walk us through 
a comprehensive strategic planning 

process. The following strategic goals
were developed, leading us to currently
be working on action plans and 
outcome measurement:
• Goal 1 – Increase the board’s size 

and diversity
• Goal 2 – Strengthen, grow, and 

make more effective the transitional
housing program

• Goal 3 – Attain staff structure and
competencies to achieve vision and
mission

• Goal 4 – Assure financial 
sustainability of BHA

• Goal 5 – Re-evaluate BHA’s vision,
mission, and program components

Program Review
The strategic planning process 

has led into a comprehensive review
of our program. We are constantly 
seeking ways to enhance our delivery
of services to make them more 
effective, to overcome problem areas,
and to find new and better ways to
track our successes. After much work
on evaluation of our program and
updating our outcome measures,
we’ll soon start a major rewriting
and enhancement of our program
curriculum.

5th Annual BHA
Golf Tournament

Our golf tournament, held
May 19 at Parline Golf Course
in Elizabethtown, was our
biggest ever, with 79 golfers,
20+ sponsors and numerous
volunteers combining to raise
over $8,500. Once again, we
had a beautiful day, and lots of
fun for a good cause.
Par Sponsors:
Dennis and Kim Stufft
Graystone Bank
Rhoads & Sinon, LLP

QTS Performance Solutions

Hole Sponsors:

Special thanks are due to all the sponsors and volunteers who helped make our Bike Tour & Golf Tournament possible this
year, especially our respective event coordinators Darrel Reinford and Josh Stroup. We also want to share gratitude for the
work of five Messiah College students — Audrey Myer, Erica Lepley, Tiffany Samuel, Mary Boarman, and Ted Oberg — who
acquired numerous sponsors and donations for the golf tournament as part of a class project.

ABC Fuel Oil Co Inc. 
The Good Ole’ Boys
William P. Spence 

Funeral & Cremation 
Services, Inc.

Sun Motor Cars 
North Group 

Consultants
The Hess Agency
Taylor Enterprises 
Pennsylvania State Bank
Hollinger Services
Carl Schull
Graystone Bank
Pecht & Associates, PC

The Teets Family
Elizabethtown Crystal 

Pure Water Co.
John W. Lepley 
Cutting Edge Media
Fredericksburg Family 

Eyecare, P.C. 
Kettering Concrete 

and Masonry
Messick Farm 

Equipment
All American Termite 

& Pest Control 

It has been an extremely busy year at BHA … below are a few recent highlights …



W e were pleased to welcome three new
members to our Board of Directors this
spring. Dr. Debra Heath-Thornton (left)

is an Associate Professor of Criminal Justice and
Sociology at Messiah College. She is passionate about
restorative justice, especially communities surrounding
persons in crisis with support and accountability as
we’re doing at BHA through our transitional housing
program, specifically our Bagwashi Circles. She is also 
very involved in the Allison Hill Weed & Seed Neighbor-
hood Revitalization efforts. Debra attends Greater Zion
Missionary Baptist Church in Harrisburg. 

Twila Glenn (right) recently joined the ranks of Century
21 Piscioneri Realty after a career in banking. As a city resi-
dent and business leader she is excited to use her experi-
ence and connections to the benefit of families at BHA
working hard to get back on their feet. 

Dr. Cynthia Wells (center)is a Fellow and Assistant
Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Ernest L. Boyer
Center at Messiah College. She is passionate about
addressing the needs of those marginalized by society and
serving in a manner that embodies the compassion of
Jesus Christ. Both Twila and Cynthia attend Harrisburg
Brethren in Christ Church.

Reasons to Celebrate
Diedre got her driver’s license…and a job

Megan got her driver’s license and completed her first
semester of business school

Sonya passed her first four GED tests…and got a job

Evelyn and Tori are enrolled for college starting in late
August

LEADERSHIP
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Upcoming BHA
Workdays 

Saturday, September 8, 2007*

8:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.

Saturday, October 13, 2007*

8:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.

Saturday, November 10, 2007*

8:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.

* Dates and times of workdays are subject

to change. If you plan to attend, please

RSVP to Dennis Saylor, our Property

Manager, at (717) 233-6016 or

dsaylor@bha-pa.org to confirm work day

is continuing as planned.

THANK YOU
• To the recent intergenerational

workcamp of 28 youth and adults
from around the country, led by
Travis Beam and Dale and Alice
Krieder from June 19-24.

• To other recent work groups from
Mechanic Grove Church of the
Brethren (COB), East Fairview COB,
Messiah College Business
Department, Chiques COB, West
Shore Evangelical Free Church,
Stevens Hill COB and the Junior
High Youth of the COB Atlantic
Northeast District.

• To everyone who has donated toi-
letries, household items and fur-
nishings to assist the families in
our program.

PRAYERLIST
• As you can see from the high-

lights throughout this newsletter,
it has been a very busy year for
the staff and board, in addition
to launching our Bagwashi Circle
initiative. Pray for strength and
wisdom for the BHA leadership
during this time.

• Ask God to direct us to more
small groups from local churches
willing to form a Bagwashi Circle
to support one of the families in
our program.

• Intercede on behalf of our
neighborhood as violent and
criminal activity has been on 
the rise. 

• As we host our ministry banquet
on Sept. 7, and kick off our
annual funding campaign, ask
God to provide the necessary
finances and other resources 
we need to continue to serve
families in need.

Welcome to our new Board Members



You’re Invited
2nd Annual Ministry Celebration Banquet

Friday, September 7, 2007, 6 – 9:00 p.m. at the Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey (Formerly the Marriott)

Help us Build a Future with Hope for Homeless Families!

� Diamond Sponsor – $5,000
[  ]  Full page ad on inside front cover

or back cover of program
[  ]  Reserved table seating for 

20 guests*
[  ]  Church or Business name and

logo on event screen
[  ]  Banner supplied by Church or

Business prominently displayed
[  ]  Church or Business name on 

all table tent cards
[  ]  Recognition on media releases

and on BHA website

� Ruby Sponsor – $3,000
[  ]  Full page ad in event program
[  ]  Reserved table seating for 

15 guests*
[  ]  Church or Business name 

and logo on event screen
[  ]  Church or Business name on 

all table tent cards

* Guests may be brought by you, or if you
prefer, may be assigned to invited banquet
program guests and BHA clients.

� Amber Sponsor – $1,000
[  ]  Half page ad in event program
[  ]  Reserved table seating for 

10 guests*
[  ]  Church or Business name 

and logo on event screen
[  ]  Church or Business name on

sponsored table’s tent card
� Table Sponsor – $400

[  ]  Reserved table seating for 
10 guests*

[  ]  Church or Business name on
sponsored table’s tent card

Featured Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Cheryl Sanders ,
Senior Pastor of Third Street
Church of God in Washington,
DC and author of several books,
including Ministry at the
Margins: The Prophetic Mission
of Women, Youth & the Poor

The evening will also feature
inspiring music and testimonies
of changed lives through BHA’s
work helping homeless single
moms get back on their feet, 
as well as kick off our annual
funding campaign.

Tickets for the event are 
$40 and can be purchased by
contacting the BHA office
(bha@bha-pa.org or
717.233.6016), or by using the
on-line donation page on our
website (www.bha-pa.org ).

Tear off and mail below portion to sponsor, place an ad, or buy tickets.

The following sponsorship opportunities are also available:

Or, place an advertisement in our program booklet (no charge if included in above sponsorship):

[  ] Full Page (5”w x 8”h) $300      [  ] Quarter Page/Business Card (5”w x 2”h) $100
[  ] Half Page (5”w x 4”h) $200     [  ] Patron (Name listed on Patron page) $50

Pecan    Chicken Wellington
Crusted (in puff pastry with 
Chicken mushroom sauce)

Guest #1 Name: ________________________________________________________________. . . [   ]   . . . . .  .  [   ]  . . . .

Guest #2 Name: ________________________________________________________________. . . [   ]   . . . . .  .  [   ]  . . . .

Guest #3 Name: ________________________________________________________________. . . [   ]   . . . . .  .  [   ]  . . . .

Guest #4 Name: ________________________________________________________________. . . [   ]   . . . . .  .  [   ]  . . . .

[  ] Donation : I’m unable to attend, but would like to support BHA at this time with a gift of $ _________________________

Name ______________________________________  Organization (if applicable) _______________________________________

Address ____________________________________  City ____________________________ State _____ Zip ________________

Phone _________________________  Fax ___________________________  E-mail ______________________________________

For all ads, please provide camera-
ready copy with your payment.

T I C K E T  R E S E R VAT I O N S :$40 per person

Please enclose check made
payable to BHA, Attn: Banquet
Committee, 219 Hummel
Street, Harrisburg, PA  17104. 

For more information, contact
Jennifer Rash at (717) 233-6016
or jrash@bha-pa.org.

Payments accepted via credit
card over the phone, or online
at www.bha-pa.org

Deadlines : 
• For sponsorships, or advertis-

ing: August 24, 2007
• For tickets: August 31, 2007
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